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 by Nell Branum 
 
 “After this, I saw a large crowd with more people 
than could be counted. They were from every race, 
tribe, nation, and language, and they stood before 
the throne and before the Lamb. They wore white 
robes and held palm branches in their hands” 
(Revelation 7:9). 
 
What a wonderful picture John gives us in 
Revelation! How exciting it will be when we meet 
believers from “every race, tribe, nation, and 
language”! Imagine what it will be like to worship 
Christ together. 
 
This verse in Revelation shows us that God cares 
about all people. It is His will for people from every 
nation and every language to be in heaven with 
Him.  
 
The Joshua Project (www.joshuaproject.net) is a 
group that keeps up with missions outreach to 
people groups. According to The Joshua Project, 
there are 15,965 people groups in the world. Of 
these, 6,434 (just over 40 percent) are unreached 
people groups. This means that there is not a gospel 
witness among these people. Christians have not yet 
finished the job of sharing Christ with every nation 
and language. 
 
Who needs to hear? 
Read Mathew 28:18–20. Fill in this blank: “Go to 
the people of _______ nations and make them my 
disciples.”  
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How many nations does God want for His 
disciples? All nations!  
 
Someone might ask, “But does God know how 
many nations there are? Does He know that He is 
asking us to reach 15,965 people groups?” Of 
course He does! He knows better than we do just 
how many people groups there are. In fact, He 
knows just how many individual people there are. 
And in fact, He knows each one of those persons by 
name. What an amazing thought! 
 
God knows you by name. He knew you by name 
when He called you to be His. It makes Him sad 
that all people are not yet His. All the people of the 
world need to hear the gospel. 
 
To think about or discuss: 
• How do you feel when you think about the people 

groups of the world who do not yet have a gospel 
witness? 

 
• Think about the time that you felt God calling you 

to be His disciple. How did you hear about His 
love for you? 

 
• What did Jesus mean when He said, “Go to the 

people of all nations and make them my 
disciples”? 

 
How shall they hear? 
Read Romans 10:11–14. Verse 13 says, “All who 
call out to the Lord will be saved.” Again we see 
that God wants everyone to be His disciple. He 
wants every person to be with Him in heaven. He 
wants every person to know the joy that He brings 
to our lives on earth.  
The problem is that every person doesn’t know 
about His love. Read verse 14: “How can people 
have faith in the Lord and ask him to save them, if 
they have never heard about him?”  
This question is actually answered with the next  
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question in this verse: “And how can they hear, 
unless someone tells them?” Someone needs to tell 
them what they are missing without God.  
 
There is a hymn called “People to People.” The 
chorus of this song begins with these words: 
“People who know go to people who need to know 
Jesus.” This is a simple way of saying what God 
wants us to do. If you know about Christ and His 
deep love for you, go to someone who needs to 
know about it. Share His love with that person. 
 
To think about or discuss: 
• Based on Romans 10:11–14, how does God plan 

for people of the world to know about His love? 
 
• What part does God want you to have in His plan? 
 
• Tell about a time when you shared His love with 

someone. 
 
• Whom do you know who needs to know Jesus? 
 
Who will help them to hear? 
Sometimes people who need to know Jesus do not speak 
our language. They might understand the message better 
if a person from their own language group could share 
the gospel with them. But sometimes there is not a 
Christian in their language group.  

 
So how will those people hear? A Christian from 
another language group will need to learn to speak 
their language. Sometimes this is not easy to do. 
Missionaries who go to live among other people 
groups must often spend a year or longer learning a 
new language. They give their time to doing 
something hard, because they know it is important. 
 
Perhaps you speak more than one language. God 
can use you to share His love! Pray for an 
opportunity to tell someone from another language 
group about His love.  
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Or perhaps you speak only one language. God can 
still use you to share His love! Pray for God to 
show you how you can share with people whose 
language you speak. And pray that He will show 
you ways to go across the language barrier (wall) 
and talk or share with someone from another 
language group.  
 
To think about or discuss: 
• Has God provided a way for people of all nations 

and language groups to hear about His love? If so, 
what is that way? 

 
• Does the Bible tell Christians that they are to share 

Christ’s love with others who do not know Him? 
What Scriptures tell us this? 
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By Judith Edwards 
 
Question : What do you need in order to sing 
“Wherever He Leads I’ll Go”? 
Answer: A good voice? Well, that helps! But 
another answer is, a passport! 
 
Christ told His followers to share His love 
“everywhere in the World” (Acts 1:8). Does He 
expect us to go across the street? Yes. Across town? 
Yes.  Across the state? Yes. But He also wants us to 
go to other places in the world. 
 
Each year more than 30,000 volunteers go around the 
world (see www.imb.org).  They preach, sing, build 
churches, and teach children.  They are doctors, 
plumbers, mothers, athletes, students, and farmers.  
Some go for a few days. Some go for a month or more. 
All are people just like you. 
 
Here are some ways people volunteer with the 
International Mission Board. 
Missions trips. Many churches, associations, and 
states plan missions trips. The Web site of the 
International Mission Board (www.imb.org) has 
information about opportunities. 
College and seminary students. Students go on 
missions trips during the summer or spring breaks. 
Others spend a semester on a mission field. 
Youth. Youth pastors often take young people on 
missions trips. 
Journeyman. Single adults (20 years old or older) 
can serve for two years on a mission field. 
International Service Corps. Singles, couples, and 
young families can spend two to three years in 
mission service. 
Masters. Adults (50 years old and older) can spend 
two to three years in missions. This is ideal for 
retired adults. 
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Apprentice.  Adults can serve as an apprentice for 
four years. They learn while working with career 
missionaries. 
Career.  These missionaries are the foundation of 
our missions work. They give their lives in missions. 
They use all their skills and talents to share the 
gospel. Their primary goal is to lead the lost to 
Christ. 
Missionary Associate. These people completed on 
apprentice term. They must have the gifts, skills, 
and training needed to fill a specific associate 
assignment.  Their salary and benefits are the same 
as those of a career missionary. 
 
Could you do any of these things? God may want 
you to be a missionary. Or He may use you to tell 
others how they can be missionaries. 
 

What is really important 
Richard Gomez is a retired pharmacist.  He and his 
wife, Mary, went on two missions trips to 
Nicaragua. They set up a medical clinic. Richard 
filled prescriptions and told people about Jesus. The 
team saw 632 patients. Richard filled over 1,800 
prescriptions. During the week, many people 
accepted Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next year, more volunteers went to Nicaragua. 
They visited more villages and towns. The medical 
team saw 1,340 patients. Richard filled over 5,850 
prescriptions. Even more people accepted Christ! 
 
I asked Richard why he went on the first trip. “I was 
invited three times before I agreed to go. Why did I 
finally accept? I asked God if He wanted me to go. 
The third time they told me that they needed my 
pharmacy skills. Not only did I have the medical 
background – as a follower of Christ I have a 
testimony of my relationship with Christ. 
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We encouraged Nicaraguan Christians. We invited 
people to faith in Jesus Christ. God used this 
experience to help me think about what is most 
important.  I came home with new attitudes about 
what is really important. I was tired, but happy. We 
cannot change everyone’s physical poverty.  Jesus 
said, ‘You will always have the poor with you’ 
(Matthew 26:11).  We can introduce them to Jesus 
Christ. 
 
“Spiritual poverty exists everywhere.  We should 
minister to people’s spiritual needs as well as to 
their physical needs.  Teams like the one we were 
part of are needed all over the world.” 
 
 

Now they can’t stop! 
Medicines have warning labels on them.  Missions 
trips may need to have warning labels, also! After 
one missions trip you may become addicted – 
unable to stop! Let me tell you what I mean. 
 
Frank* was a pastor. I asked him to go with me on a 
missions trip to Southeast Asia.  He did not really 
want to go.  Finally, he agreed to go. 
Frank’s wife, Alice*, is a nurse. Six months after 
the first trip, Frank and Alice returned to Southeast 
Asia as volunteers. Alice worked in a hospital. Last 
year Frank told me, “It’s all your fault!” He left his 
work at his church. He and Alice are now career 
missionaries. Their daughter is now a journeyman 
in Africa. 
 
“Mike” also went with me to Southeast Asia. He 
and his wife sold their house in New Mexico when 
he got home.  He quit his good job. He learned the 
Thai language.  He now preaches in a prison in 
Thailand. His wife teaches English as a Second 
Language. 
 
Glen went to Brazil to help build a church. He had 
never been on a missions trip before. He went back 
to Brazil on two more trips. Now Glen, his wife, 
and their three daughters live and serve in Brazil. 
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Carl owns a motorcycle shop. He looks like a biker. 
He has long hair and a beard. He went on a missions 
trip with me in 2004. Now he goes on missions trips 
every summer. 
 

Every Christian has a part 
God may not want you to go. He may want you to 
pray for those who go. He may need you to give 
money so others can go. He does want every 
believer to be a part in some way. 
 
What about you? Can you honestly sing “Wherever 
He Leads I’ll Go?” Is He asking you to share His 
love “to the ends of the earth”? 
 
*Name change for security reasons 
 
Apprentice: a learner, especially someone who is learning a 

job. 
Retire: to leave one’s job at a certain age, usually 65 or older. 
Pharmacist: a professional who prepares medicines for sale. 
Prescription: a note from a doctor, telling a pharmacist which 

medicine a patient needs. 
Warning label: written information that tells about possible 

danger. 
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Prayer  ����� ���  

Prayer That Does Not Stop  ��������������������  
 
 
By Vicky Deng  
 
Read Isaiah 62:6–7 several times and meditate on it.  
 
In these verses, God’s people are like people keeping 
watch. This is an active picture of God’s children 
praying. They form walls of prayers. They are praying 
all the time, day and night. They pray to God and keep 
asking Him to save the people. Their prayer is that one 
day these people will glorify God. As Christ’s followers, 
we know that these people can be in our circle of friends. 
We talk, eat, play, or work with them. Do you know God 
puts you in their circle for a reason? God wants you to 
pray for their salvation. Who can be these faithful ones 
who keep watch?  

 
You can!  
• You can when you understand that you are an 
important part of someone’s salvation. Salvation is 
from God only. God is ready to save your family or 
friends at any given day. But He wants us to be a 
part of it when it does happen. What a privilege! 
Prayer is one powerful way for us to keep up with 
the powerful act of God. We don’t want to miss that 
glorious time when it does happen! 
 
• You can when you pray for God’s timing and 
help. The Lord says, “I will answer your prayers 
because I have set a time when I will help by 
coming to save you” (Isaiah 49:8a). It is not easy to 
continuously pray for someone’s salvation. That 
person may turn away from you or turn against you. 
But your prayers will be answered at a right time. 
God will help you to keep praying. 
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• You can when you are seriously praying through 
this spiritual warfare. You are to “break down every 
thought and proud thing that puts itself up against 
the wisdom of God. We take hold of every thought 
and make it obey Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5, 
NLV1). Your friends don’t just come to believe 
God. They will face difficulties when they try to 
break away from the old beliefs and to trust God. 
They may be afraid or confused by all kinds of 
temptations. It takes more than one day to tear down 
the walls that keep your family and friends from 
believing God. Your prayers will help make a 
difference in their change of heart. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, 
I am praying for my friend, ___________. He/she 
does not know You. I pray that You will give me 
the faith to stay with him/her, even when he/she 
does not care about You. I pray that You will be the 
light when he/she is confused about trusting in You. 
I pray that You will challenge him/her to see the 
need to let You be the Lord of his/her life. 
 
 
1New Life Version. © 1969, Christian Literature 
International. 
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Prayer Page                                  ������������  
 
While we pray for missionaries, let us remember to thank God for their faithfulness and example. The 
Stepletons tell us about other Christian who also freely give time and love to tell other people about Jesus. 
Á�:~uv / : @� �ÚÛ Np�: € � ~‘:� K ë X • åÞ ‚ B ,  ú � ƒ„ Š‹ �>“ �� �
:	 ê ƒ‘ …†^ Ž ‡ � Ú 5 Xè ë r”‰Š�—˜™:� � × ,  
 
 
Stan and Lynn Stepleton 
Middle America and Caribbean 
 
We are church planters with Deaf persons of Middle 
America and Caribbean. We help Deaf Christians share 
the gospel of Jesus with every Deaf person in this 
region. We train Deaf leaders to tell about Christ in their 
own countries’ sign languages. Then Deaf Christians 
gather in worship. Our goal is for the Deaf to lead in 
starting their own Deaf churches. These Deaf churches 
can then follow God’s plan for them to go share in other 
towns where Deaf people need to meet Jesus as Savior. 
 
Prayer requests 
• Twelve Guatemalan Deaf leaders received a new 

DVD with Bible stories in Guatemalan Sign 
Language and spoken Spanish. They can use the 
DVD to start Bible study groups. Each DVD 
includes an invitation to receive Christ as Savior. 
Ask the Lord to touch everyone who watches or 
listens. Ask God to provide money for more 
copies of the DVDs and bus trips to share them. 
Ask the Lord to bring many to know Jesus Christ 
as Savior.  

 
• Pablo and Eleana serve the Lord in El Salvador. 

They are seeking God’s will about serving Him 
among the Deaf in Eastern Europe. Ask God to 
lead them. 

 
• Pray for Deaf church planters in Honduras, El 

Salvador, and Guatemala. Ask God to protect 
them and to provide transportation to areas where 
there are unsaved Deaf persons. As they see 
results, may the Lord give them wisdom to know 
how to disciple Deaf believers. Also ask for 
understanding in the study of the Bible.  

 
<=<=<=<= >>>>???? ����@@@@AAAABCBCBCBC ����
„ ˆ	 �Ë ‰Å Š Ž 0 .
.
������� �	
� �
��� ��� �����
������ ��� !���"#$%&'(�
)�
�����*+,-�./ �0��123�
�45%678�3�9:�;<=>"#�?
@�0AB C���"#$� DEFGHIJ �0��
�KLMN����OP3�9:�QR �00AB C
)STU VOP�QR 0WXYZ� [\ %&]3^
_����� `a,- N b3� cd,-� ef �0
.
D:EFD:EFD:EFD:EF ����
·  •¦. •º Ž¤ ¹ � � ‹ 
 ‰P Œ� • ; £Ù

�. Ž•Ž ./|• 6.N) „ ‘ 	 º Ž¤ ¹ 'R�
�’“ R• ® � 	 @� × ,‘:U< {8 >
$ .Ž•Ž .� �½ ” @• q ,.K – .Ž•Ž .T ‘
	á â
 Í é� –— ,. : é Þ q KY • �
�¶ • æ> .Ž•Ž �
 N.Î : é wÐ Æ�@
. r ˜ xÆ� � ™� .Ž•Ž N� ,‡ }õ‰
Š
 š›œ � / � �. ,. : é•Æ�
ü
ý—˜ N½ã Gx ¡ é ,.

.
·  •žŸ �  ¡¢ � 	 £�¤ � dƒ ¥ ,.‘

: Ø � ÔÛB �HI N� Ò ±‘:; ô ¦ r
ƒ ¥ ’“� � ‹ 
 ‰,. : é9‘: AB ,.

.
·  ~ Ø � § T ¹ú N 	 £�¤ � N� º Ž¤ ¹

ÔŽ ~ � ‹ 
 ‰¨ W� uv / : @� , : B
ž7 ‘: © wÐ ‘: ;Œ �¡ � � ‹ 
 ‰�
Ž� ”‰ ŠF � � ª 1 . 8 ,Á	› � Ú N
: é9‘: «¬ ��� Ór ­® ’ $� ‹ �
Í ™N•‘: ( %	 @� Ó x ,.

..

 

 



12 
 

• Give thanks for God’s work in the lives of Pastor 
Mauricio and his wife, Carmen. They serve in the 
First Baptist Church for the Deaf of Santiago, 
Dominican Republic. They spend many hours 
helping Deaf persons. They teach Bible stories 
and how to become a Christian. They lead new 
Christians to take part in the Deaf worship 
services, to serve the Lord, and to help other Deaf 
persons meet Jesus for the first time. They have 
trained many new Christians in other countries in 
our region, also. 

 
• Jonathan is a Deaf Guatemalan who supports 
himself by selling T-shirts. The Bible he uses is the 
stories he has memorized. He tells the Bible stories 
each week in the church where his father is pastor. 
There are about 20 Deaf persons in the local group 
that he started and leads. Jonathan disciples six new 
deaf Christians in this group. He takes a public bus 
using his own money to a nearby village, where he 
teaches the Bible stories every week to a group of 
seven Deaf people who are not yet Christians. 
Jonathan also hikes into the mountains as far as two 
hours away to look for Deaf persons who need to 
see the stories. Give thanks for Jonathan’s eagerness 
to see other Deaf people come to Christ. 
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������������� ��� ���� ���� ���� �������� ����
Ministry/Witness    �������� /����� ���  

May and Moms!     ������������  �	
�	
�	
�	
  
               
                
 
In the month of May, we think of Mother’s Day. On 
the second Sunday, some of us wear red and white 
roses to honor or remember our mothers. We think 
of what they mean to us. 
 
Have you ever thought about using this holiday to 
minister and witness? Here are some ideas. 
 
MOMS lunch 
Have a MOMS lunch on a Saturday. The letters 
MOMS could stand for several things, and these 
could be used as central ideas for your event. 
• MOMS could mean Mothers on Mission or 

Mothers of Missions. Special guests can be the 
women in your church who have had an important 
part in missions work. They may be teachers in 
missions organizations. They may work to tell 
people about missions, offerings or prayer times. 
They may be volunteer missionaries. These 
women may be mothers or have no children; they 
may be married or single. The women can be 
recognized for what they do for missions 
education and missions action. You may want to 
recognize the oldest and the youngest of the 
“mothers” present.  

• MOMS could stand for Mothers of Missionaries. 
Special guests can be the mothers of missionaries 
who serve around the world and in the US. Call or 
write to the WMU director of your Baptist 
association or your state WMU office to find out 
names of mothers of missionaries who live in 
your area. Invite them to come. Ask them to share 
what it means to them to be the mother of a 
missionary. 

 
Block Party: Moms, We Love You! 
Plan a cookout or picnic at your church. Invite the 
mothers in your church and in the area around your 
church. Invite their young children, too. 
• Ask youth in your church to plan games for the 

children.  
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.
• Ask the Baptist Nursing FellowshipSM to have a 

table or tent where mothers can learn about 
healthy ways to eat. They can learn other good 
ideas about taking care of their children.  

• The men of the church could change the oil in 
single mothers’ cars. They could offer a free car 
wash.  

• Offer information on Bible study groups, Women 
on Mission®, GA®, Children in ActionSM, and 
Mission Friends®.  

• Make it a wonderful time where the mothers will 
feel appreciated. For example, have a chair where 
mothers can receive free foot rubs or a manicure. 
Be sure that each mother receives a flower and a 
New Testament.  

• While one goal is to have fun, the main purpose is 
to reach the mothers who do not know Christ. Be 
sure that the gospel message is presented.  

• Be sure to have a list of the people who come, and 
their phone numbers and addresses. Later, church 
members can call, write, or visit the ones who are 
not members of a church.  

 
Suggested books: Party with a Purpose and Baby 
Boot Camp. To order, go to www.wmustore.com or 
call 1-800-968-7301. 
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May    ��������  

Families on Mission    ��	��	��	��	 



� ���  

My Child, a Missionary?   ��
����������
����������
����������
�������� ? 
 
 
By April Baker 
 
As a child, I listened to a missionary talk. I saw 
pictures of people who lived far away. I felt sad for 
people who did not know Jesus. However, as a 
young Christian, how could I know that God was 
speaking to me? I wrote that missionary a letter. 
When she answered me, I hid the letter so no one 
would see it! I was very scared. I did not understand 
what it meant to be a missionary. 
 
God calls even children to be missionaries. John and 
Jeremiah were set apart to serve God before they were 
born (Luke 1:41, Jeremiah 1:5). Timothy was told, 
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are 
young” (1 Timothy 4:12a NIV1). Hannah was a mother 
who gave her son to God. She helped her son find his 
calling by taking him to the temple. She supported him 
by praying for him. She supported him by making him 
new clothes every year. She praised God! (See 1 Samuel 
1–2.) She is an example for all parents to follow.  

 
When children feel called by God, help them share 
their feelings. Help them not to be afraid. Pray with 
them. Read the Bible together. Talk about missions 
together. A child can learn to hear God’s voice. Eli 
had to tell Samuel that God was talking to him (1 
Samuel 3:1–10). Help children learn that a missions 
calling is a blessing.  
 
There are many practical ways parents can prepare 
their child. Parents can join the child in learning 
more about missions. Have missions as a central, 
natural part of life at home. Take their interest in 
missions seriously. Allow them plenty of  
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.

opportunities to see, hear, and do missions. Here are 
some suggestions:  
 
• Read books about missionaries’ lives. 
• Collect missionary prayer cards in a special book 

or put them on the refrigerator door. 
• Hang a world map in your home. Mark places 

where missionaries live. 
• Pray together for missionaries. 
• Invite missionaries to your home. 
• Be a part of a missions group at church (GA, RA, 

etc). 
• Save money for the Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering® and the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering®. 

• Try international foods.  
• Learn songs in a foreign language. 
• Listen to music from around the world. 
• Do not say unkind things about people from other 

countries.  
• Become friends with people of different races.  
• Do service projects together in the community.  
• Teach your child to serve the family at home.  
 
No parent wants their child to live in a dangerous 
place. No parent wants to be apart from their child. 
But a parent’s greatest joy is in knowing that their 
child is obeying God.  
 
1New International Version, © 1984, International 
Bible Society. 
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May    ��������  

Special Emphasis    �������� ��������  

Day of Prayer and Fasting for World Evangelization 
��������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
� ����

May 31, 2009       20094 5 þ 31à  
               
                

Theme: Who’s missing? 
The focus is on areas of the world where the gospel 
has not been heard. 
 
Leaders and learners will find more on the Web site, 
http://imb.org/dayofprayer. The site will be updated 
for the May 31 focus by March 2009. 
 
The following questions and answers give some 
information about this yearly emphasis. 
 
What is the Day of Prayer and Fasting for World 
Evangelization? 
Every year on Pentecost Sunday, Southern Baptists 
devote a day to pray for a people group who has not 
heard the Good News of God’s love and salvation in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Why Pentecost? 
On that day, the power of the Holy Spirit to take the 
gospel into the world came into the church (Acts 2:1–
13). 
 
Why have a Day of Prayer and Fasting? 
The goal of the Day of Prayer and Fasting is to see 
the kingdom of God come to the people group being 
prayed for. The power of united prayer is too great to 
measure. In Matthew 18:19, Jesus said, “I promise 
that when any two of you on earth agree about 
something you are praying for, my Father in heaven 
will do it for you.” Think how God can work through 
the united prayers of thousands of Christians! 
 
Why fast? 
When a Christian believer fasts, he goes without 
something he needs (food) in order to give more time 
and focus to praying with his whole heart . 
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What can I do?  
You may not know thousands of people with whom 
you can join in prayer, but you do know your church 
and your family. Can you encourage your church to 
pray? Can you help your own family to devote the 
day to prayer? 
 
What materials are available for leading my 
church in the Day of Prayer and Fasting for 
World Evangelization? 
Beginning in March 2009, these resources are 
planned for the Web site, http://imb.org/dayofprayer. 
 • sermon outline • Bible study outline 
 • prayer brochures  • poster 
 • video and viewer’s guides 
 
Other useful Web sites: 
• http://peoplegroups.org or www.people 

groups.info––Information on people groups 
overseas and in the United States. 

• http://pray.imb.org––Ways to pray for international 
missions; information on the Week of Prayer for 
International Missions and the Day of Prayer and 
Fasting for World Evangelization. 

 
For more information, call 1-800-999-3113. 
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