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July  ����� �������  

Bible Study  ����������������  

Until the End  �������� ����� ���  
   
 
by Ele Clay 
 
The End is a very common phrase. Sometimes it is a 
satisfying experience: 
 The End – of a good story, book, or movie; 
 The End – of a meal that we enjoyed; 
 The End – of an exciting journey full of special 
memories. 
 
The End often is a time of sadness, especially when 
it means a loss: 
 • Being separated from a friend or family 
member who leaves town or dies; 
 • Experiencing a broken relationship that seemed 
to have such promise; 
 • Saying goodbye to a place where you shared 
fun and fellowship with others. 
 
All through life we experience “the end” in different 
ways. What we feel and do at “the end” depends a 
lot on what we were doing before “the end” arrived. 
Most of us think that we are better off if we know a 
little about what or when “the end” might be. 
 
When is the end? 
Jesus’s disciples may have felt that way when they 
asked Him, “What will be the sign of your coming 
and of the end of the world?” (Matthew 24:3b). 
They had been listening to Jesus speak about the 
end of things they thought would be around forever: 
the temple (24:1–2); human life on earth (22:23–
33); possibly His own life (23:37–39*). 
 
Just before Jesus returned to heaven, He told His 
disciples about one very important “end”. All 
during His time with them, He was preparing them 
for this “end.” He knew they would be sad (John 
16:20). He also had a plan to help them through that 
event and beyond: 
 - First He told them He had all authority 
(Matthew 28:18).  
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 - He gave them a job to complete (verses 19–
20a). 
 - Then He promised to be with them until “the�
end” (verse 20b). 
 
A job to do 
What better way to live through the time they were 
separated from Jesus. He gave this instruction to the 
disciples who were with Him on earth. Through the 
centuries, new disciples accepted it as His word to 
them also. We continue to think of the end of the 
job and the time of Jesus’s return as one and the 
same. (See John 14:3 where Jesus promised to 
return. Also see Acts 1:11 where two men in white 
clothes said Jesus would return the same way the 
disciples saw Him leave.)  
 
No term limits 
This job of making disciples has no time limits 
other than this one—Jesus’s return. However, we 
live in a culture in which workers value what we 
call retirement. To us, the opportunity to retire 
means …  
 - we have been a part of the working population 
for many years, or 
 - we have worked many years at one job and have 
saved enough to live on for several more years; 
 - we can slow down our lives to do some of the 
things we didn’t have time to do before; 
 - we have made enough money in our early years 
of work, and can spend time and money on 
ourselves or helping others. 
 
No matter how we describe it, to retire is to end one 
job and maybe not ever take another one. 
 
It’s a fellowship of friends 
That’s not the way it works in the business of 
making disciples. In fact, it is not a business at all. 
It’s a fellowship of friends who love God and each 
other. That’s the secret. With the instruction, “Go to 
the people of all nations and make them disciples,” 
Jesus also said, “teach them to do everything I have 
told you” (Mathew28:20a). Everything?! Jesus had 
told His disciples many things. Yet all His 
commands have their roots in this short explanation 
in Matthew 22:34–40. 

1. Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind. 
Mark 12:30 adds “all your … strength.” 
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 2. Love others as you love yourself. 
In other verses Jesus explained more about how 
love is seen in our lives. 
   - We obey Him (John 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10). 
   - We love each other (13:34–35; 15:12, 17). 
   - We sacrifice, or give up something, for each 
other (15:13), as He did for us (17:19). 
   - We become part of His circle of friends (15:14–
15). 
 
Keep working until the end 
No wonder Jesus expects us to keep working until 
He comes. This job comes with benefits now (John 
14:27; 15:5) and in the future (14:2–3). In Jesus’s 
view, every new disciple is a friend who would 
sacrifice for His friends. Every disciple wants to 
obey the Master, and does. That is His gold 
standard. 
 
To think about 
Life is a challenge. Every day we discover how 
difficult it is to live Christ’s way. We fail Him, 
ourselves, and each other. We even argue about 
what Jesus really meant. We develop ways of doing 
things that keep us from being close to others. 
 
Jesus saw these problems ahead of time. He already 
planned how to help us. Read these verses and write 
an outline of Jesus’s solution: John 14:12–14, 17, 
26; 15:4, 7, 26. Be sure to add: “Jesus’s love 
continues to the very end.” 
 
• What might make it hard to continue in the work 
of teaching others? 
 
• Explain this sentence: “It’s a fellowship of friends 
who love God and each other.” 
 
 
*Some Bible teachers see these verses as pointing 

back to what people said when Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem (see 21:8–9). 

 
 
gold standard: the highest, best way to measure the 
value of something 
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by Judith Edwards 
 
My husband and I were North American 
missionaries. One week my mother came to visit us. 
We had company all day every day that she was 
there. At the end of the week she said, “The whole 
world comes to your door!” 
 
The whole world is coming to the doors of 
America’s colleges and universities. Every year 
more than 500,000 students from all over the world 
come to US colleges. Many of these are from 
countries that are closed to the gospel.  
 
Many of these students will one day return to their 
own country as leaders. What an opportunity we 
have to share Christ with the world!  
 
Southern Baptists are involved in all kinds of 
ministries to international students. Many of these 
students become Christians as a result of these 
ministries. In this study we look at ministries on two 
college campuses.  
 
Honolulu, Hawaii  
Our first visit is with Joy Turner. She works with 
international students on a college campus in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. Every week she and her 
volunteers host a “Global Café.” International 
students go there to make friends and to practice 
speaking English.  
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“Janis” is one of those who come to the café. She 
came from China and needed a friend. Joy visited 
with her. They talked about life in Hawaii. Then Joy 
told her about Christ.  
 
Janis now regularly attends weekly Bible study. She 
also attends the International Church. She asks 
questions about God. Pray that Janis will give her 
life to Christ.  
 
Kaoru is from Japan. She is a follower of Christ. 
Joy and Kaoru both have busy schedules, but they 
find time to study together. Joy helps Kaoru learn 
more about following Christ. Kaoru has grown in 
her faith. She now teaches a children’s Sunday 
School class. She also ministers at a place that cares 
for older people.  
 
Joy says, “We have both gone through difficult 
times in our lives. She has blessed me. She 
challenged me in my walk with Christ. It has been a 
blessing to watch her faith grow.”  
 
“Mark” was also from China. He accepted Christ 
while he was a student in Hawaii. He returned to 
China. While he was traveling through China on a 
train, he met a student and led him to Christ. Seeds 
were planted in Hawaii. The harvest was reaped in 
China.  
 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Now let’s go to the University of New Mexico 
(UNM) in Albuquerque. Ted With is the student 
minister there. He and the UNM Baptist Student 
Union (BSU) have several ministries to 
international students. (In many places, Baptist 
Student Union is called Baptist Campus Ministry.) 
 
One ministry is a party to welcome new students. 
About 75 students attend the party. They are served 
a wonderful Thai meal. Volunteers visit with the 
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students. They answer questions students have 
about life in the United States. 
 
One volunteer is a retired scientist. He met four new 
Chinese students at one of the parties. He became 
their friend. He invited them to a Bible study in his 
home. He shared his belief in Christ with them. 
 
Three of these students are now believers. The 
fourth student is close to making a decision for 
Christ. These students are being discipled by the 
volunteer and the church family.  
 
Rijasoa is working on her master’s degree in 
literature. She came to UNM from Madagascar. She 
is married and has four children. Her family still 
lives in Madagascar while she is studying.  
 
Rijasoa asked Ted for help. She bought a car she 
could drive to and from her work. However, she 
could not pass the written driver’s test. She failed it 
once. She needed someone to help her learn.  
 
Allison was preparing to go to Mozambique as a 
Bible translator for Wycliffe.* She was visiting in 
Albuquerque for three weeks. She quickly said she 
would love to help Rijasoa with the test. Allison and 
three other students began meeting with Rijasoa 
several times each week.  
 
Rijasoa is a believer. She now teaches a Bible study 
for other internationals. Her family plans to join her 
in Albuquerque soon.  
 
The BSU staff helps in Lobo Orientation each 
summer. This is a time when new students register. 
They learn about life on the campus.  
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Recently two young men came to this orientation. 
They visited with Ted. One was from Yemen. The 
other one was from India. They are both Muslims. 
They asked what Christians believe. They wanted to 
learn more about the Christian faith. They asked 
Ted if they could visit with him again.  
 
These men have not come to see Ted yet. Pray that 
they will visit with him. Pray that they will learn 
about God’s love.  
 
The BSU also has a Great Garage Giveaway. They 
help international students find furniture and other 
things for their rooms. This ministry opens many 
doors.  
 
Tina is from Thailand. She has a café in the BSU 
building. She shares her faith with people who 
come to the café. Many students come to the café. 
They find friends there. Pray for Tina and her 
ministry.  
 
What can you do? 
Volunteers are what make these ministries work. 
They help by teaching English as a Second 
Language. They provide child care during these 
classes. They cook and serve at international parties 
and events.  
 
They make welcome bags and Christmas bags for 
new students. They teach new believers. They build 
friendships that help international students know 
about Christ.  
 
Does God want you to be a part of an international 
student ministry?  
 
*Wycliffe Bible Translators is a missions organization that 
serves all over the world through Bible translation and 
teaching people to read. See www.wycliffe.org. 
 
Lobo: gray wolf. The students and sports teams at UNM call 
themselves the Lobos.  

 
³ ; � �¯� < ¢ kˆBÏ � öCm_ • ú � �  
/ m
 ¯ ˆ» 7’ � è 
 ¯ ˆ» => �¬@Ì	
3 I “ �  ¬@ Ø š Om “ ú÷�	†‡ �Â‚
ƒðo �Z OmI �÷ � �¬@š • ‹Œp‹Œ
iˆ Òž _¬jÍ �  
 
 
Ï �¯¢ k , > � yiˆ à • �  Ù; � ¬@ €
iˆ �7 Ù; ó ¬@€• ÇÈ; � : �  
 
 
³ C ¢ km˜ 7 :? ^
� í @² A { BC º
D �ØÙ  8§¢ k @E à ¬@ › F t Ð � G H
p/ ¬² A ��Ï�å }¤¥ I S^o J { ’ ��
�
�
Ä K 	 g �   ˆ� –I— �� º > ³ Cm˜ S L
^
� ÄÅ M �_ˆB ÄÅ M �Q ± )÷ � ��
Ï ÄÅ M ç}no ¢ k Bˆ� Ñ öNO�fg ��
‚ } Ä K ��å N Æ��
�
�
�
00001111�23�23�23�23 ��������
Â å @	 � Œ–�å €ç O �Z P ��¬@‹Œ
Ø ÞI•§¢ k Ë � �‹Œ> ¬@ – Q �� 
 Ø
ÞAÏ RS ��‹Œ>  8§¢ k� Ö C cº D
m 4 T UV p W,À Z X ��
�
�
¬@‹ŒØ Þ Y� ö Z ² [ cµ \Z ² [C �ö
ˆ� ¢ k � ] 
 ö÷üT �_  8§¢ k |NO
pï ¬@ ÇÈ Om ��
�
�
; 	 ^ Â›ý_  8§¢ k��åŸ  ��
�
�
����������� ����� !"#����$
%&'(��)%*+ �,�-.� /�www.wycliffe.org�
�
012 3/345�6 07 89:;<3�=>? @A B7C$DE
FGHIJKLM012 �3



8 
 

�	
��	
��	
��	
�� ��� ���� ���� �������� ����

�
���
�
���
�
���
�
���
� ��� ���� ���� �������� ����

Called to Love … Becoming a Prayer Warrior 
���������������� ������������� ��� ���������������������������� ����

 
by Betty Poor 
 

ou can visit Asia and South America on the same 
day! You can go anywhere in the world through 
prayer. You won’t need to leave your house. But it 
will cost you something. 
 
What will it cost? You need to love God and 
people. You need to love missions work and 
missionaries. And love costs a lot. 
 
It will cost you time. It takes time to learn about 
missionaries and their work. 
 
You can read about them in a missions magazine. 
You can receive email letters from them. You can 
read a book about the country where they work. 
 
To pray for missions you must fight in the war 
against the devil. War always costs a lot. 
 
Your war is spiritual. The Apostle Paul tells you 
how to protect yourself. Ephesians 6 says to put on 
the belt of truth. Then add righteousness. Get your 
feet ready with the gospel of peace. Take the shield 
of faith. Protect your head with salvation. Carry the 
sword of the Spirit. The sword is the Bible. 
 
Now you are ready for battle. But how do you pray? 
 
Andrew Murray tells how. He talks about prayer in 
his book, The Ministry of Intercession. He teaches 
from Mark 11:24. In the King James Version of the 
Bible, that verse says, “What things soever ye 

desire, 
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When ye pray, believe that ye receive them and ye 
shall have them.” 
 
Murray says these verses teach us five things about 
true prayer. 
1. Desire (or what you care about) is the heart of 
prayer. Pray for missions with all your heart. 
2. The verse says, “when you pray.” You must ask 
God to meet missionary needs. Jesus often asked 
people to tell Him what they needed. 
3. You must also believe. You must believe God 
answers prayer for missionaries. 
4. You must believe you have received an answer. 
5. Praise God for the answer. 
 
Jerry Rankin, president of the International Mission 
Board, talks about prayer in his book, To the Ends 
of the Earth. All missionaries say their greatest need 
is prayer, he writes. 
 
You can get a prayer calendar at your church. You 
can use magazines such as Missions Mosaic* to pray 
for missionaries on their birthdays. Your church 
could adopt a missionary and pray for him or her 
regularly. You could adopt a country or a group of 
people. 
 
Rankin says prayer removes walls. These walls 
might be hate, government rules, or threats. Your 
prayer makes a difference. 
 
So you are invited to love and pray. Then God will 
take you on a trip that goes around the world. It is 
worth the cost. 
 
warrior:  a person who fights in a war 
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July  �������� ����

Prayer Page  ������������  
 
Please pray for these missionaries who work every day to help other people learn about Jesus. 

‚ }ÉÄ ¼½¾ T¬ Q ¿ ü� –I— @N Æ�  
 
 

Joe and Amy 
North Africa and the Middle East 
 
Joe* and his wife, Amy*, are over several teams of 
missionaries who serve in five countries. They also 
work with local believers to encourage and help them 
as they try to obey the Lord and show His love to the 
lost people who need the Savior so much. Amy helps 
produce programs that are shown on satellite TV. 
Today they can use TV to reach millions of people 
who do not hear the gospel in any other way. 
 
*Names changed for security reasons. 
 
Prayer requests 
• Pray that local believers will obey Great 

Commission (Matthew 28:18–20) and that their 
lives will show Christ’s love to everyone around 
them. 

• Pray for safety for Joe and Amy, for the other 
missionaries, and for local partners. 

• Ask God to bless the TV programs and everyone 
who watches them. May their lives be changed. 

• “Ask that we will have the wisdom to see where 
God is at work and the willingness to join Him no 
matter what.” 

 
 

Yvette Othley Aarons 
Pacific Rim 
 
With the Lord’s help, I have planted a church in my 
home. The church has four Thai women and a 
German husband, who is a missionary from another 
organization. My main tasks are mentoring by telling 
Bible stories and by being an example of a Christ-
centered life. I also use Thai Sign Language (ThSL) 
to teach written English as a second language. 
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Prayer requests 
• Pray for the salvation and discipleship of the family 

members of the four women. These family 
members are Buddhists. Please pray also for my 
own family members.  

• There is a Buddhist teenager in my English class. 
He is full of restless energy, but he is an attentive 
student. Pray that the Lord will pour out His Spirit 
on him so that he becomes a follower of Christ. 

• Ask the Lord to give power and wisdom to the 
Lamb of God Deaf Church, so that they will tell 
one or two of five Bible stories (creation, first 
humans, first sin, Noah, and God’s covenant with 
Abraham) for a CD/DVD. Pray that it will be a 
useful tool for witness and discipleship. 

• Among believers, I have been teaching stories from 
the book of Matthew. I want to keep doing this with 
greater joy, more wisdom, and better ThSL, and to 
grow to be more like Christ. Please join me through 
prayer. 

• “Taew” wants to work with the Lord in ThSL Bible 
translation. Please pray for the Lord’s will—good, 
perfect, and pleasing (Romans 12:2). “Fon” is a 
college freshman who majors in home economics. 
Ask the Lord for ThSL interpreters and fellow Deaf 
classmates.  

• Ask God to help Christian women always show 
respect for their husbands. 

• Ask the Lord to bring into the church many Deaf 
men who want to know Him and who can become 
servant-leaders. 
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July  ��  

Ministry/Witness �������� /����� ���  

Planning for Christmas in August  
����� ���� ����������������������� ������ �� �� �� ����

 
 
by Marcia Miller 
 
Prepare! 
• Get an August 2009 issue of a WMU® magazine. 

(If the magazine is bimonthly or quarterly, you 
will need the July/August issue or the Summer 
issue.) These magazines include Start, GA Leader, 
Children in Action Leader, Acteens Leader, and 
Missions Leader®. Look for the names of 
Christmas in August missionaries. There will be 
many choices. Each magazine has a different list 
of names.  

• Another resource for names is www.namb.net. 
Search “Christmas in August.” 

 
Prepare your heart 
• Pray as you decide which missionary will receive 

your gifts.  
• Each day, pray for the missionary you chose. Pray 

for the work. Pray for the people who are helped 
by the missionary’s ministry. Pray for the people 
whom you will be helping.  

 
Prepare your church or missions group 
• Tell your church group about Christmas in 

August. Encourage your church members to be 
excited about helping others.  

• Provide a list for the items needed.  
• Talk about the missionary’s ministry. Encourage 

your group members to begin praying for this 
ministry. 

 
Prepare to give 
• Send only the items requested. Send only new 

items. Send what you can. You do not have to 
send every item on the list.  

• Celebrate the birth of Jesus as you do in 
December. Have a special Christmas church 
service or have a Christmas party.  
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�
 
• Make the meeting room look as if it is time for 
Christmas.  
• Sing Christmas carols.  
• Read the Christmas story in Luke 2.  
• Talk about the meaning of Christmas in August.  
• Do not wrap the gifts.  
• Ask members to help place their gifts in mailing 
boxes. 
• Pray for those who will receive your gifts.  
• Put your name and address on an envelope (or 

postcard). Stamp the envelope and put it in the 
box. The missionary can mail a note to let you 
know when the packages arrive. 

• Tape the boxes very well.  
• Plan for someone to take the boxes to be the post 

office. Have the boxes weighed, and use the 
correct postage.  

 
Prepare to receive 
• Thank God for sending His Son into the world.  
• Thank God for the opportunity to share with 

others the joy of Christmas. 
 
“Remember that our Lord Jesus said, ‘More 
blessings come from giving than from receiving’ ” 
(Acts 20:35b). 
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July   ��������  

Families on Mission   ������������ ����	 			  

A Place for Internationals ������������������������ �������� 	
	
	
	
  

 
by Phyllis Merritt 
 
Teachers from Ethiopia were visiting the United 
States. My Baptist Student Ministries director 
invited them to an “American” picnic. They were 
excited about going. Then it rained. 
 
Mother said to bring everybody to our house. We 
played table games, ate, talked, and laughed. They 
told us it was the first time they had had such fun. 
They did not have to remember which special spoon 
or fork to use. They could see what an American 
home looked like. 
 
Another time my brother brought home his new 
friend from fourth grade. The friend had lived in 
Holland and his parents were from Indonesia. Forty 
years later they are still best friends. Walter says he 
prays every morning and every night because he 
learned to pray when he came to eat with our 
family. 
 
A student wrote my parents when he returned home: 
“If anybody asked me which of the places in 
America I like best, it would be your home.” 
 
If you want to help students who come to the US 
from other countries, the most important thing you 
can do is to have a heart that loves God and loves 
others. This is a way to reach the world at our door! 
 
How to share in friendship 
1. Share useful information: where to find medical 
help, how to use the telephone, where to shop (food, 
clothes, sales!). 
2. Help with English: Speak slowly and clearly. Be 
patient and listen. If necessary, write things down. 
Tell about English classes. 
3. Teach about American culture and customs.  
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�
§P Help with transportation. Help them get a driver’s 

license. Teach about public transportation. 
Teach map-reading, and provide a map of the 
city. �

5. Offer to be an English conversation partner.  
6. Offer “easy English” Bible studies. Give 
internationals a chance to practice English as well 
as to learn about Jesus. 
 
As you meet the needs of international students, you 
earn the right to share your faith. 
 
How to share Christ 
• Learn about your friend’s faith and how it 
compares with the Christian faith. 
• Spend time with him or her. 
• Respect your friend for who he or she is and what 
he or she believes. Do not argue. Admit the wrongs 
that some Christians have done, but point out those 
things are against Christ’s teachings. 
• Don’t go too far too fast. This may be the first 
time your friend has heard about the Christian faith. 
Offer a Bible in his or her heart language. 
• Take your friend to church. Explain what is 
happening. 
• Share your testimony in simple English. 
• Depend on the Holy Spirit. 
 
For more information 
• Contact the Baptist student ministry at your local 
university. 
• Visit www.namb.net or write North American 
Mission Board (see Directory, pp. 124–126). 
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July ���� ��������  

Special Emphasis  ����������������  

Pray for the Nations  ����
����
����
����
  
  
 
by Heather Ruiz 
 
The Fourth of July is a great time to pray for the 
United States. It is a special day when people from 
different countries can come together and celebrate 
not only the US, but more importantly, being a 
citizen in heaven (Ephesians 2:19). 
 
To prepare a Fourth of July party focused on prayer for 
the nation, you may want to have a yard party. Decorate 
with red, white, and blue. Plan an easy American menu 
such as hot dogs and hamburgers. Add some games. For 
example, see who can name the most American 
presidents. Party with a Purpose: Creative Ways to 
Share the Love of Christ* describes a Patriotic Picnic. 
The book tells how to decorate and how to play this 
game and others.  

 
Bring everyone together for a time of prayer. Before the 
party, collect names of government leaders from 
www.whitehouse.gov/government, www.senate.gov, and 
www.house.gov. You can find pictures of many of these 
leaders. Print names and faces on cards to distribute to 
those who come to the party. The cards can be connected 
to small American flags, which can help your guests 
remember to continue to pray even after the party.   

 
You can use 1 Timothy 2:1–5 as a prayer guide. 
 
• First of all, I ask you to pray for everyone. Ask God to 
help and bless them all, and tell God how thankful you 
are for each of them. Pray for kings and others in power 
…  
Help the group remember that the Bible teaches us to 
pray for our leaders.  
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• so that we may live quiet and peaceful lives … 
Pray for peace in the United States and in the lives 
of our leaders.  
 
• as we worship and honor God.  
Pray that our leaders would follow Jesus’s example 
in all that they do and in all the decisions they make 
every day. 
 
• This kind of prayer is good, and it pleases God 
our Savior. God wants everyone to be saved and to 
know the whole truth …  
Pray for their salvation if they do not know Jesus. 
Pray that God would show them the truth in the 
Bible.  
 
• There is only one God, and Christ Jesus is the 
only one who can bring us to God. Jesus was truly 
human, and he gave himself to rescue all of us. 
Pray for them to know that Jesus is the only way 
and not to accept false teaching.  
 
Help everyone remember to pray after the party. 
 
The North American Mission Board has a small 
book called Pray for the President and Government 
Leaders, which can be used for more ideas of ways 
to pray. Find it at www.nambstore.com or call 1-
866-407-6262. 
 
 
*To order: 1-800-968-7301 or www.wmustore.com. 
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