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August     ��������  

Bible Study   ����������������  

Called to Love   �������� ��������  

I Corinthians 13: 1-8a, 13   ��������������������  13:1 – 8���� , 13 
  
 
by Judith Edwards 
 
Some people call 1 Corinthians 13 the “love 
chapter.” Paul’s words about love are beautiful yet 
simple. Read this chapter now.  
 
I think these verses might also be called “A 
Practical Guide to Missions.” Love should be the 
foundation for all we do. Allow me to write my own 
missions version of verses 1–3:  
 
I may speak six foreign languages. I may have three 
seminary degrees. I may give thousands of dollars 
to missions each year. I may work every week at a 
homeless shelter. I may teach Mission Friends. I 
may go on four mission trips each year. I may 
preach powerful sermons. All this is worth nothing 
if I do not have love.  
 
Read verses 4–7. As you read, think about how 
these verses relate to missions. Here are some 
examples.  
 
Missions can be slow, hard work. Sometimes weeks 
or months go by with no results. Sometimes we do 
not have enough money or materials. Others may 
not think our work is important. It may be hard to 
get volunteers to help.   
 
Love does not give up. It keeps going when times 
are hard. It works while waiting for God to give 
results. It sees problems as chances to watch God 
work.  
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Love respects others. Love sees each person as 
someone special. Often we want others to be just 
like we are. We are not patient when they make 
mistakes. We want them to do things like we would 
do them.  
 
Love says kind words, not harsh ones. It says words 
like thank you, please, and I’m sorry. Love thinks 
before it speaks. It remembers that a kind word can 
solve problems (see Proverbs 15:1).  
 
• Can you think of examples of unkind words that 

canceled good words?  
 
Love does not care if others get the thanks for a job 
well done. Love does not demand attention. Love 
does not say, “Look what I did!” Instead, love says, 
“I am happy for you. You did a good job.”  
 
• How can pride damage our witness for Christ?  
 
Love does not get angry quickly. It stays calm when 
things are bad. It does not make a big deal out of 
little problems.  
 
Love does not blame others. It admits its mistakes. 
It does not laugh at others when they make 
mistakes. It is not happy when others fail.  
 
Instead, love is happy when others do well. Love is 
happy when the single mother gets a job. Love is 
happy when the immigrant learns to speak English. 
It is glad when the laborer can read a book and 
write his name. Love enjoys visiting the nursing 
home. Love likes to see others smile.  
 
• Can you recall a time when someone had a 

success? Were you happy for that person? 
Remember, that is love!   
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Love looks for the good things in others. It does not 
give up when others make mistakes. It trusts God to 
be in control. Love has faith that God will win.  
 
Love is not afraid for the truth to be told. It has 
done no wrong. It has nothing to fear. Therefore, 
love is happy when the truth is known.  
 
Love does not have regrets. It does not look back at 
“the way things used to be” (see Ecclesiastes 7:10). 
It is glad for change and new chances. It looks 
forward to tomorrow.  
 
Sometimes in missions we do not want things to 
change. We are afraid we will lose our place in the 
new ways. We fear we will have to do things we 
don’t know how to do.  
 
• Think about your own missions experiences. Have 

you shown love in what you have done? When did 
you see others show special love? You might 
write your own version of verses 4–7 based on 
your stories.  

  
Now read verse 8. Paul reminds us that love will 
never die. He lists some things that will  die. Look at 
his list. 
 
Speaking will not last forever. Great preachers will 
all die some day. Great thinkers who wrote books 
about God will die.  
 
Christ’s followers through the years have talked 
with Him in prayer. Some people pray simple 
prayers. Others use big, fancy words. But all His 
followers will one day die and be with Him.  
 
There are many books about God. It would be 
impossible to count the number of students who 
have studied His Word. Yet all that wisdom will not 
count for anything some day.  
�
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Paul then tells us about the one thing that will never 
die or fail. That thing, of course, is love. Love will 
never die.  
 
• Think about ministries you have done and are 

doing. Will any of them last forever? Now think 
about the results of those ministries. Thank God 
that His love never fails. Thank Him that it last 
forever.  

 
Yes, these words written by Paul are what missions 
is all about. We show Christ’s love when we are 
kind. Others see Him in us when we do not get 
angry. They see Him when we put others before 
ourselves. We help others have faith in Him when 
we have faith.  
 
Paul finishes with one last thought. We must have 
faith. We must believe that God is in control. We 
must live with the hope of His glory. But most 
important, we must have love.  
 
Missions without love is just busy work. Missions 
with love will last forever.  
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August   ����� �������� ��� 

Mission Study   �������� ��������  

Called to Love …Christmas in August 
�������� �������� ����������	
���	
���	
���	
� ����

  
 
by Marcia Miller 
 
Christmas in August began as a simple idea. It 
started with the idea of a missionary. She shared her 
idea with a church. A church member took the 
vision as her own. She led the children in her 
church to take part. Their experience was shared 
with other churches. Those churches helped. They 
shared their experiences with other Baptist 
churches. Those churches helped, also. The simple 
idea began 80 years ago. It continues today.  
 
 
This is the story of Christmas in August. 
Elizabeth Ellyson Wiley and her husband, J. 
Hundley Wiley, were missionaries in China. In 
1927 they returned to the United States. They spoke 
in many churches. They told about life as 
missionaries. They shared stories about China. 
 
One Sunday, Mrs. Wiley spoke at First Baptist 
Church, Charlottesville, Virginia. She told about 
working at the University of Shanghai. She talked 
about the children of the workers at the school. 
These families were very poor. They did not have 
very much to eat. The children in China had few 
things. The American children had so much. Mrs. 
Wiley told of her vision for the children in China. 
She wanted the children of China to discover the 
joy of Christmas. 
 
Mrs. Guy Via heard Mrs. Wiley’s story. She knew 
she could help. She knew what to do. Mrs. Guy 
worked with Sunbeams, a missions education 
organization for children. (Today it is called 
Mission Friends®.) The Sunbeams at her church 
could do more than learn about missions. They 
could also do missions. 
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The children were asked to bring gifts. The gifts 
were mailed to China. Other churches heard about 
the need for gifts. That December, a Christmas tree 
was set up in the chapel of the University of 
Shanghai, China. Under the tree were 400 gifts.  
 
These were gifts from the children in the US.  
 
The children in China enjoyed a Christmas party. 
There were Christmas songs. They heard the story 
of Jesus. They received gifts. The children heard the 
meaning of Christmas.  
 
The children of China experienced God’s love. 
They saw that children who lived on the other side 
of the world cared. Children in the US showed that 
God loves all the children of the world. 
 
The next year everyone wanted to send more gifts. 
The women in Virginia asked others to help. 
Sunbeams sent packages to the WMU® office in 
Richmond, Virginia. The WMU leaders mailed the 
packages to Shanghai. It became an annual event.  
 
Each year there were more and more gifts. More 
and more children heard the story of Jesus. 
 
In 1937 it was not possible to mail packages to 
China. China was at war. The Virginia Sunbeams 
wanted to give to other children. They collected 
gifts. For the first time, they sent gifts to 
missionaries in the United States. 
 
Missions groups from many churches in the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) sent gifts. 
Home and Foreign Fields, a missions magazine of 
the SBC, asked churches to become involved. The 
stories included the names of missionaries. The 
stories told what to send.  
 
Children sent gifts. Adults sent gifts. Everyone got 
excited about sharing Christmas with others. 
 
Sending gifts to missionaries was first called 
“Christmas in August” in 1950. Missions groups 
were asked to help missionaries in the United 
States. Missions groups sent what they could. A 
small box  
 

±ç�¶ "> ´ì £ J 9Ÿ �» H -3 ì £ŽŸ
; íî Î ïðZV Y �� ¸ ¿9Ÿ å m-^ï g
H \5 ñ E-^ ò ­ �NŽ \ 7 .d� óô ™\
) SÖ� ` ìõö �/ ª÷ø • ù ²› �‡MM�iì
£��
��
-3 ì £Ž ¬ &Y� �¶ "> 7ú ? ð +� ��
�
-.d \ V Y� �¶ > -. ›.^ FG �/ ªû
Ú�¿> ü / ª � ý \ å 	 þ � � a B \q �
ì £ \ � å / ª �ü¯ ��
�
V Y� �¶ "0 s ›_�� \¿>, � › ) t �
� � . � � �¶ >Ú¿>� # ��&Y� �¶
� (ø_Ú tS ?	 �¶ "�� # ��
�
� ô d \

D­ ð � �� ì £y V Y ��) Í
ÎÏ§ 	 � Ø 
 > � Ù ¸ ¿�
° ±� ÌèLé
Iqm� ì £ �
 ð m ÍÎÏ§ � ú �� 7ú �
ØC ~Ÿ \� ØC ~Ÿ ™I �
 � ZSÖ ��-*
¼�cdD �� � Ÿ � ��
�
ì £� �� cdª � %� » \ª � %	 � �� �
¶å m› þ � � a B ��
�
)�� Ê�ˆ�d\õ� V Y �† V ´ �� \-3 �

nÊ �� m V Y �\) ÍÎÏ§ � ÌèLé *I
ì £ ð j ¸ ¿ %Î� �¶ ��¿> Iq � › � ì
£\ "® ›�.{�I N > ð j)&Y�89 °
>��
 
&= º � Ÿ �ç��� ì��  �9Ÿ�89 � ! *-Æ
%cd ð ø› ì £ �&= º � Ÿ �� "# \ ��
����� \ � Ù $ ² 9Ÿ è » -^ Ÿ � � N %
& ›89 ° � ' , Ä¿> �C–B ( ¢ ? ò ­�
£ ) ��
�
-Æ \ �¶ "> ðì £ \¼d
 ðì £ \c.^

Dõ ß T z ¿
 ³- / ª � 4 G %úm � * ��
�
)�� ÊêM�d\-^ ðì £j89 ° >� Ÿ � * +
ï ,' � �/ ª ) « ™��� $ 9Ÿ�89 � !
D B � Ù )¿>T• -. Ü öð ø¿>� ì £+ �
 



7 
 

 
of gifts did not seem like much. But when that small 
box was added to other small boxes, there were 
many Christmas gifts! Celebrating Christmas in 
August continued through the years. Many Baptist 
churches will celebrate Christmas in August this 
year, too. 
 
 
This is Christmas in August today. 
Wade and Carol Pacheco are directors of Christian 
Challenge in Fort Collins, Colorado. This is the 
Baptist student ministry at Colorado State 
University (CSU). They received Christmas-in-
August gifts in 2007. They received gifts from 
children in grades one through six. 
 
The center’s microwave stopped working. They 
used the gift cards they received to buy a new one. 
They also received packets of hot chocolate. When 
the weather got cold, Christian Challenge greeted 
CSU students with hot drinks.  
 
Christian Challenge is located next to a sorority 
house. The students involved in Christian Challenge 
wanted to show their neighbors that they cared. 
They prepared “Friendship Packets.” These 
included facial tissues, gum, and hand sanitizer. 
They also contained sticky notes, pens, and pencils. 
The students of Christian Challenge showed the 
young women in the sorority that someone cared. 
The packets showed God’s love. 
 
Many of the boxes from Christmas in August 
contained letters to the Pachecos. These messages 
said, “I love you” and “I am praying for you.” 
These notes were special. Wade and Carol learned 
how Baptists love them.  
 
Wade and Carol sent thank-you notes to every 
church group that sent gifts. 
 
Uptown Baptist Church in Chicago also received 
Christmas-in-August gifts. Senior Pastor Michael 
Allen leads the church. The members are from 
various backgrounds. Spanish-language missions 
groups sent backpacks and school supplies. These 
gifts were for children who had none. They also  
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received basketballs and air pumps. They use these 
on Wednesday nights. People have a time to play. 
They have a time for prayer and worship. They 
learn about God’s love. 
 
Collecting Christmas gifts to share with others 
started as a simple idea. Christmas in August is a 
blessing to everyone involved. It is a blessing to 
give. It is a blessing to send the gift to someone 
else. It is a blessing to receive. 
 
Every gift given expresses God’s love for His 
people. The joy of Christmas is shared when 
churches celebrate Christmas in August.  
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Prayer  �	�	�	�	  

Called to Love …Overcome Barriers to Prayer 
���������������� ������������� ��� ��������� ���	
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by Ann Ellis 
 
In Matthew 6:9–15, Jesus gave a lesson on how to 
pray: 
 

“You should pray like this: Our Father in heaven, 
help us to honor your name. Come and set up 
your kingdom, so that everyone on earth will 
obey you, as you are obeyed in heaven. Give us 
our food for today. Forgive us for doing wrong, 
as we forgive others. Keep us from being 
tempted and protect us from evil. If you forgive 
others for the wrongs they do to you, your Father 
in heaven will forgive you. But if you don’t 
forgive others, your Father will not forgive your 
sins.’ ”  

 
From these verses we can learn how to overcome 
barriers to prayer. 
 
Circle words in these verses that would bless your 
relationship with God through prayer. The opposite 
of those would be a barrier to prayer.  
 
Father. Is God your Father? Do you have a personal 
relationship with Him? Not being able to call Him 
Father is a barrier to prayer.  
 
Honor. Do you honor God with your life, actions, 
talent, money, and time? Not honoring God this 
way is a barrier to prayer.  
 
Obey. How do you obey God? Jesus set the best 
example when He prayed to God, “But do what you 
want, and not what I want” (Matthew 26:39b). He was 
obedient to death on the cross for our sins (Philippians 
2:8). Not being obedient to God’s will and to His 
Word is a barrier to prayer. 
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Give us our food for today. Do you trust God for 
what you need? Are you thankful for the food and 
each thing God gives you each day? Not being 
thankful is a barrier to prayer.  
 
Forgive us for doing wrong. What wrongdoing 
comes to your mind? Any kind of sin is a barrier to 
prayer. Confess your sin and He will forgive you (1 
John 1:9). 
 
As we forgive others. Forgiving others guarantees 
that we, too, will be forgiven. Not forgiving others 
is a barrier to prayer. 
 
Keep us … protect us.  Even Jesus was tempted, but 
He did not give in to the temptation (Matthew 4:1–
11; Hebrews 4:15). He will help you overcome any 
temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 2:18). He 
is as close as your next breath. Call on Him when 
you are tempted.  
 
The way Jesus taught us how to pray is the best 
example of how to overcome barriers to prayer. 
Follow Him! We have fellowship with God when 
the barriers are removed. The Lord gives other 
instructions on how to pray in Matthew 6:5–8 and 
in many other places in the Bible. As you read and 
study the Bible this week, give special attention to 
verses on how to pray.  
 
As we overcome barriers to prayer, we are more 
able to answer the call to love. 
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Where are the missions fields? For Al Barrera, 
colleges and universities are a missions field. For 
Louis Spears, main places for missions include 
apartments and mobile homes. The missions field is 
wherever there are people who don’t know the 
Lord. Pray that missionaries will see the needs and 
opportunities where they are.  
 
Al Barrera  
Colorado 
 
Al Barrera directs ministries on the campus of The 
Colorado College in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
He works to reach non-believers and to help 
believers grow. He counsels and disciples students. 
He encourages believers to take leadership roles. He 
also works with Baptist ministers who serve on 
other campuses. 
 
Al also works part-time through Heart of the 
Springs Church in Colorado Springs as director of 
Collegiate Ministries. This ministry includes 
students from local college campuses and from the 
United States Air Force Academy. He leads Sunday 
School and disciples students. He encourages 
students to grow in their faith and to show what 
Christ has done in their lives. 
 
In both jobs, he offers opportunities for fun and 
fellowship. He encourages believers to invite their 
non-believing friends to these events. 
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Prayer requests 
• Please pray for Al and Marcy Barrera as they 

continue to minister to students in their area. 
• Pray for the students involved in his ministry, as 

many of them are not believers. 
• Pray for a lot of energy for Al and Marcy as they 

nurture their young daughter, Emma, and as they 
continue to work on the campuses and in their 
church. 

• Pray for Al as he continues to study in Denver for 
his Master’s in Divinity from Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

 
Louis Spears 
Arizona 
 
In multihousing communities, such as apartment 
buildings and mobile home parks, there are many 
people who do not attend any church. Studies show 
that most of them will not leave their community to 
attend a church, so, Louis Spears says, “We must 
tactically [purposefully] take church to them.” 
 
Louis finds people who will live in these 
communities—places where there has never been a 
church before—for the purpose of ministering there. 
They provide services such as welcome packets, 
kids clubs, and block parties. These services help 
them get to know the people who live there. Then 
they have opportunities to share their faith and start 
churches. 
 
Louis also focuses on reaching the Gypsy or Roma 
people. 
 
Louis thinks about Romans 15:20 as he looks for 
people who will serve in multihousing areas: “But all 
the while my ambition has been to go still farther, 
preaching where the name of Christ has never yet 
been heard, rather than where a church has already 
been started by someone else” (TLB1). 
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Prayer requests 
• Pray Luke 10:2b, that the Lord of the harvest will 

send workers into His harvest. 
• Pray for leaders of house churches. They face 

spiritual warfare. They are constantly claiming areas 
which have been Satan’s for a long time. 

• Pray that Good News Clubs and apartment 
ministries become starting points for churches  

• Pray that the churches in multihousing 
communities will multiply rapidly.  

 
 
1The Living Bible, paraphrase by Kenneth N. 
Taylor. © Tyndale House Publishers, 1971. 
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August   ��������  

Ministry/Witness   �������� /����� ���  

Called to Love … Block Parties in the Summer 
�����
��
��
��
� ��������…����������������������������  

 
By Heather Ruiz 
 
I love block parties! Our small church in Chicago 
had a lot of fun planning them. Let me describe 
what we did. 
 
In the spring we would have a garage sale, which 
would provide our entire budget for the block party. 
Many church members provided things for sale.  
 
Then, volunteers and I asked businesses to give us 
items to help us put the party together. We sent 
them a letter, called them, and then visited them in 
person. During the visit, we shared our vision of 
having a free party for everyone in the area. We 
showed them the flyers we were going to give out 
and told them how many we would distribute. We 
invited them to come and be a part of the party so 
they could see if they wanted to help us in the 
future. Then we asked them to give us something 
small. We asked fast-food restaurants to give things 
like napkins and cups. We asked the copy store to 
make free copies of our flyers. A building company 
brought a large vehicle we used as our stage.  
 
The money from our garage sale was enough to 
cover the rest of our expenses because so many 
businesses helped us. 
 
After each visit, we listed the name of the business 
on the back of the flyer. This showed everyone that 
the business was helping to support the party. As 
the back of the flyer filled up with names, more 
businesses wanted to help. More neighbors wanted 
to come when they saw how many businesses they 
knew were helping to support the block party. 
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On the day of the party, we put out blankets for 
families to sit on. We set up food tables and grills to 
cook the chicken. We set up games and a face-
painting area for the children, where they could earn 
points for prizes. While we set up, a team handed 
out more flyers in the community. Then we started 
cooking. We put out signs and a table where people 
could register. 
 
Every person who registered received a ticket for a 
door prize and a video about Jesus. They could sign 
up for classes at the church or for a visit.  
 
On the stage during the party, we would have live 
Christian music and testimonies about Jesus. We 
would end our party every year with a jalapeño-
eating race! Everybody looked forward to the race, 
because most of the families in our neighborhood 
were Mexican.  
 
This event brought the community together for a 
healthy time of fellowship. Everybody there could 
hear about Jesus. Many started to visit our church. 
They learned that we were people who love our 
neighbors and who love Jesus. 
 
 
garage sale: a sale of used things at very low 

prices. The sale may take place in a neighbor’s 
garage. 

flyer (flier): a paper that gives information about an 
event, a new product, etc. 

door prize: a special gift for a few people who 
attend an event 

jalapeño: a kind of hot pepper, common in Mexican 
food 
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August    ��������  

Families on Mission  ������������ ����	 			  

Families Can Minister on Vacation  ��������������������������������  
 
 
 
By Nell Branum 
 
Vacations are fun! But a vacation can be especially 
meaningful when it has another purpose, too: 
serving God. You can serve God while you enjoy a 
vacation.  
 
You can visit a missionary who works near the 
place you are going. Children in your family will 
enjoy collecting items the missionary needs, writing 
prayer letters, or drawing pictures for the 
missionary. 
 
Some families use vacation time to go on a missions 
trip. You can have a part in FamilyFESTSM (a 
ministry of WMU®). Children as young as six years 
old may have a part in this missions experience with 
a parent, grandparent, or other adult. For more 
information, see www.wmu.com (click on Volunteer 
Connection, then MissionsFESTSM/FamilyFESTSM) 
or call (205) 991-8100. 
 
You might consider joining Campers on Mission 
(COM). This organization is sponsored by the North 
American Mission Board. Members are Christians 
who enjoy camping and who use that interest to 
serve God.  
 
David and Eva Gutiérrez are a family of two. They 
are members of COM from Amarillo, Texas. They 
joined COM in 1993. They go camping with groups 
from their state in the spring and fall of each year. 
They stay in different Baptist camps throughout 
Texas. In the camps, the men do volunteer work, 
such as building, repairing, plumbing, or roofing. 
The women paint, sew, and prepare food.  
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For three months each winter, David and Eva stay in 
south Texas at Camp Oasis, a Baptist camp. They do 
ministry work at the camp and across the border in 
Mexico. The women sew blankets that they take into 
Mexico. They also sew head scarves for cancer 
patients. They sew small bears called “burden bears” 
for children. Once, they made 250 dresses for people 
in need in Kansas. Sometimes they make craft items 
that the camp can sell. Members of WMU in their 
church, Temple Baptist, sew bags for marbles. 
Women from many churches help to buy marbles 
and other small toys to go into the bags. 
 
While on mission, the COM group prays together 
every morning at 8:00. They work during the day, 
then meet for a time to share and pray at 7:00 p.m. 
They look for opportunities to witness. Once, David 
and Eva ran out of cooking fuel for their trailer. 
David and a friend went to buy more. They saw two 
men beside the road who had a flat tire. David and 
his friend stopped to help. Then they told the men 
about Christ. Both men prayed to become 
Christians. 
 
Pray for David and Eva and other members of 
COM. Pray for safety as they travel. Pray for 
opportunities to witness for Christ. 
 
If you would like more information about joining 
COM, contact your state Baptist office. 
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Special Emphasis   ����������������  

Time to Train! Train! Train!   ��	
��
��	
��
��	
��
��	
��
 ! ��������  !��������  ! 

 
By Dianne Daniels 
 
It’s that time of the year again! Are your leaders 
ready? I hope so! 
 
Every good leader is also a good learner. No leader 
knows everything about everything! It is important for 
leaders to be cross-trained in order to serve 
effectively. All WMU® leaders should be able to 
explain the basics of WMU, its organizations, and its 
ministries. In order for good training to happen, every 
leader should have the best materials for his or her 
responsibility. They should have a copy of the correct 
guide and magazines for their area of responsibility. 
However, just reading the materials will not be 
enough. 
 
Think about all of the possible ways for training 
during the year. Encourage your leaders to be part of 
any training that they can receive. Let’s look at some 
of the possibilities: 
 
• Associational training usually happens in late July 
and August. This is the best place for an overview of 
the coming year’s emphases and events that your 
WMU should be a part of. This also gives your WMU 
leaders the opportunity to hear what other churches are 
doing in their missions education programs.  
 
• State WMU training. Stay in touch with your state 
WMU office and watch for training events. Many 
times these happen during annual meetings. These are 
well worth the cost. Encourage your WMU leaders to 
plan to attend. Plan to go together as WMU leaders 
from your church. Check with your association to see 
if they have a bus going to the annual event. This 
experience can provide your leaders with a new world 
of ideas! 
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 Leader’s training retreat. Join with another church 
and plan your own leadership training retreat at your 
church or at another place. Ask your associational or 
state WMU leaders to come and lead the workshops. 
Planning your own retreat may be easier for your 
leaders, especially if they are busy moms!  
 
• National training possibilities. At national WMU 
meetings, training is always offered on a variety of 
subjects for WMU leaders. Check the WMU Web site 
for online training helps. For example, a Mission 
Friends® leader can study the basic guide for Mission 
Friends online. It can be done when she has time. 
 
Whenever WMU leaders meet for annual planning, be 
sure to mark the calendar for training dates. Even 
people who have been leaders for a long time can 
learn more. Training is necessary for everyone! Will 
one of these possibilities be enough help by itself? No! 
Think of developing leadership training by using more 
than one of the suggestions listed above. 
 
So, check that calendar and train! Train! Train! 
 
 
cross-trained: trained in subjects that are related to 

your main subject 
associational: of the association. A Baptist 
association is a group of churches in the same local 
area who work together. 
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