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April ����� ���  

Bible Study  ����������������  

Called to Love …Sinners   ����������������  … ��������  
 

Luke 19: 1-10         ����  19:1-10     
 
In Luke 19, it is Passover time and many Jewish 
worshipers are coming from Galilee, around 
Samaria, and through Jericho to Jerusalem. 
 
Jesus is going there, too! He has raised people from 
the dead, healed the blind, and changed water to 
wine. Jesus is news, and all who pass through 
Jericho have heard of Him. 
 
Zacchaeus is a tax collector for the Roman 
government. He is treated as a sinner. He is not 
welcome anywhere. This little man stands with the 
Gentiles if he goes to the Temple at times of 
worship 
 
Zacchaeus is rich, but he is not righteous, pure, or 
happy. He has collected more taxes than the Roman 
government requires, so he has stolen money from 
his own people. Like many people today, he thinks 
happiness is in having lots of money, but he is 
unhappy and guilty inside. 
 
Zacchaeus hears that Jesus of Nazareth is about to 
come his way. He knows that this rabbi is different; 
He is a friend of sinners and people who nobody 
likes. 
 
Zacchaeus cannot see above the people, and he 
wants to see Jesus. He cannot see Jesus because of 
the large crowd. He climbs a large tree nearby. 
From there, he will be able to see Jesus. 
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Then Jesus stops at Zacchaeus's place high above 
the crowd.  Jesus looks up and say, "Zacchaeus, 
hurry down! I want to stay with you today" (v.5). If 
you were Zacchaeus, would you think, How does 
He know my name? Why does He want to be with 
me?  
 
Zacchaeus quickly climbs down from the tree and 
leads Jesus to his house. Everyone knows he works 
for the Romans, collecting taxes for Caesar. 
Zacchaeus is a thief! He works for the government 
that everyone hates. Everyone thinks that Jesus has 
made a bad choice. 
 
The two enter Zacchaeus's house and Jesus begins 
directing the change that makes Zacchaues a new 
person. Everyone will be surprised at what happens. 
Zacchaeus becomes a new man. 
 
What does this story mean to your own 
life? 
Remember that Zacchaeus is like us. The talk 
around town is that he is the worst of all possible 
sinners. It looks like Jesus will eat with anyone! 
 
Remember that Jesus loves Zacchaeus, the worst 
sinner in town. Jesus loves him, and Zacchaeus is 
changed. 
 
Jesus loves you, too, even though you, too, are a 
sinner. But the question is, Do you know Jesus as 
your Savior? When you are at your worst, Jesus still 
loves you. This truth is at the heart of the gospel 
message. It is through His love that a person is 
changed. 
 
We attempt to hide sin. We may even act as if our 
sin is not bad. The important thing is this: Jesus 
loves us still, even when we hide and act as if we 
are not sinners. 
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Zaccheus is changed. Instead of loving money, he 
loves to give money away. Instead of being selfish, 
he thinks of others. Instead of being a thief, he 
becomes a giver. 
 
How does this happen? 
 
Zacchaues returns what he has stolen, and he wants 
to give even more. Old Testament law does not 
require him to do that, but he chooses to do so. He 
will give half of his goods to the poor because he 
wants to. 
 
Today, how much do we give? Jesus wants us to be 
people of faith who make a difference. Faith is 
acting as if it is so, in order for it to be so, because 
with God it already is so. (See Hebrews 11:1.) 
 
At Zacchaeus's house, Jesus not only meets him for 
dinner. Jesus also walks in to Zacchaeus's heart. 
Jesus changes him from the inside out. No one 
remains the same when Jesus enters. The words of a 
visit may not matter, but Jesus in the heart does 
matter. His presence changes everything. 
 
Following Jesus is a personal, obedient relationship 
for your whole life and beyond. He changes your 
heart to be like His. He changes your values to 
kingdom values. He includes you in His mission in 
the world. He wants you to reach others with His 
hope, love, and truth. 
 
Here are three lessons from Jesus's life: 
 
1. Jesus accepts people openly, lovingly, and with 
no conditions. In the books of the gospel (Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John) there are stories of people whom 
others did not accept. They were told that the Son of 
God would not accept them, but He did! 
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2. He helps people. He cares about every person. 
He cares enough to make a real change in every 
person who comes to Him. He not only loves 
everyone, but also in His love He sees what they 
need and meets those needs. 
 
3. He encourages people. Jesus stands against all 
that is wrong in life and wants to help everyone to 
change what is wrong. 
 
This is Jesus---no barriers, no walls, and no  
prejudice. 
 
To think about 
 

·  How do we act toward people who are not 
Christians? 

 

·  How can we be friends with them without doing 
the wrong things that may be part of their lives? 

 

·  Who are the people we may not notice today? 
Who are the people whom nobody likes? What 
can we do to show them love? 

 
prejudice:  judging before knowing the facts 
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April         ���� ����    

Mission Study          �������� ��������  

Called to Love       ����������������  

Cross-Cultural Ministry   ���������������� ����  
 
by Mary Lou Serratt 
 
We all see the world in different ways. We are alike 
in many ways. We all need food, water, sleep, and 
love. But we are also different. 
 
“Culture” is hard to explain. It shapes who we are, 
how we see other people, and how we see the 
world. Culture is a set of values that make us act 
certain ways. Some things that influence our culture 
are our language, our place of birth, and the way we 
form beliefs and relationships (connections, 
friendships). 
It is easier to stay in our own culture group. We 
know what to expect. But the Bible says to reach 
the whole world with God’s love. That means 
building bridges between others and ourselves. That 
is cross-cultural ministry. 
 

Where do I start? 
In your mind, draw a circle around yourself. That is 
where you start. Ask yourself: 

·  Can I be a learner? 

·  Can I be a listener? 

·  Can I respect people who are different from 
me? 

If you answered “yes,” you’re ready to step outside 
your circle. 
 

How do I prepare? 

Pray first, and often. Ask God for a loving heart and 
an understanding attitude. Then look around you.  
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Whom do you see and what do you hear? Are there 
people who are different from you? Remember, 
different is not bad; it is not good. It is just 
different! Get ready for a big adventure! 
 

Learn from the experts! 
People from around the world have ideas to help 
you begin cross-cultural ministry. God has called 
each of them to this ministry of loving people from 
a culture different from their own. Here are their 
suggestions. 
 
Julie Kim, Ukraine  
Julie was born in Korea. When she was seven years 
old she heard about Christ. In 1971 Julie and her 
husband, James, moved to the United States. They 
worked hard and were successful. In 1980 James's 
father visited. He said, “You should collect 
treasures in heaven, not on earth" (see Matthew 
6:19- 21). While visiting them, he died. Julie knew 
his words were important. Later a missionary led 
Julie to accept Jesus. 
 
In 1991 James and Julie began going on summer 
missions trips to Ukraine. In 1995 they answered 
God's call to serve there. They have lived in several 
different countries. The Kims work with Russian, 
Ukranian, and German people.  
 
Julie's word of advice to you: "Patience is the most 
important quality. You must have lots of patience to 
learn new cultures and different people." 
 
Jay Smith, West Africa 
"It is important to respect people of other cultures. 
Respect them, their time, and their religion," Jay 
says. Visit people when it fits their schedule, not 
yours. Take time to know them, to learn about their 
interests, their families, and their troubles. Pray for 
them and their needs. "This opens doors to share 
your faith," he says. 
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'
After building a friendship, there are three 
important things to explain: the Bible, the Trinity, 
and prayer. Bible storying, or telling Bible stories in 
simple ways, reaches all cultures. 
 
Marvin and LaNette Thompson, Mali 
"The world is coming to you in the United States," 
Marvin says. "Don’t try to push your faith on 
people. Show it to them by the way you live." He 
believes it is important to understand the culture of 
those you relate to. "Respecting others and building 
relationships is very important." 
 
LaNette adds, "Visit women of other cultures as 
friends and neighbors. Exchange information, help 
her practice English, take her shopping, and teach 
her how to cook an American dish her children 
like." LaNette continues, "Our desire is always to 
let Christ shine through us." 
 
Frances Maynard*, Central, East, and Southern 
Africa 
"The two most important things to do when helping 
others understand the gospel are (1) pray and (2) 
contextualize," Frances says. Staying in 
communication with God is necessary because He 
has the answers about the best way to share. 
"Contextualization" is telling the story of Jesus in a 
way that people can understand--in their "context" 
or culture. 
 
"Remember," she says, "this is God's mission, not 
ours; He makes the plans, not us!" 
 
Montira Siengsukon, Missouri 
Montira was born in Thailand to a Chinese Buddhist 
family. She became a Christian after English classes 
with a Baptist missionary. For over 30 years she and 
her husband, Thira, have served in the United 
States, training Laotian leaders and pastors. They 
also serve with Vietnamese and Hmong. 
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Montira says: "Love God, love His people, reach 
out with a mission mind. All people are precious to 
Him." She continues, "Learn to know them, pray to 
understand them; work to help them." Real love will 
open doors and their hearts. 
 
George Ratz, Pennyslvania 
George heard about Jesus and became a Christian in 
his home country of Poland. He is now the director 
of International Seaman 's Ministry at Delaware 
River Port Ministries. Port ministry offers many 
challenges, from climbing ice-covered 90-step 
ladders on tanker ships, to speaking with people in 
more than 20 language groups and every major 
world religion. Joy comes when one person receives 
Jesus! 
 
Here are some things George tells us not to do: 
"Don't look down on people who don’t speak 
English well. Don't turn away from those of 
different religions." He continues, "Be a friend they 
can trust." 
 
It's your turn now 
�  Read again these ideas from other Christians. 

Put a check by those you can do. 
�  Circle the ones you will  do, with God's help. 
 
You can love and share His love across cultures. 
Enjoy! 
 
* Name changed for security reasons. 
 
port ministry: Ships from all over the world visit many ports (places on the 
coast for ships to stop). A port ministry helps sailors and other people who 
work on ships. 
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April ��������  
Prayer         ��������  

Called to Love:    ���������������� 				  
Removing the Barriers in My Heart 
���������������� ������ ������   
 
 
 
by Judith Edwards       
 

ord, I know I should pray for others. But, Lord, 
I'm not sure You understand! Those men at the 

homeless shelter need baths. Some of them look 
mean. How can I pray for them?" 
 
"God, it's hard to pray for Mary. She said things that 
really hurt me. I can't pray for her until she says she 
is sorry." 
 
"But God, I don't understand those people. They are 
so different from me. I don't know what they really 
need. I don't know how to help them. I know I 
should pray for them. But what do I pray?" 
 
Have you ever felt this way? Is it hard to pray for 
some people? Often we have wrong thoughts and 
attitudes in our hearts. Perhaps the other person is of 
a different race. Or maybe their lifestyle is not 
good. 
 
We sometimes call this prejudice. We expect people 
to be like we are. We stay away from those who are 
different from us. We may not even like those 
people. These thoughts keep us from praying as we 
should. How can we get ride of these ungodly 
thoughts? 
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Remember, God loves each of us the same. Outside 
things are not important to Him. God sees our heart. 
Skin color, lifestyle, or income does not matter to 
God. He loves the homeless drunk lying on the 
street. He loves the rich woman who thinks she is 
better than others. He even loves people you find 
difficult to love. It is easier to pray for all people 
when we remember this.  
 
Sometimes we can change our own attitude. 
Perhaps we do this by getting to know other people. 
We might find they are really nice people after all. 
You may be surprised what you discover. 
 
There are some things we cannot change by 
ourselves. God wants to help us change. We can ask 
Him to change our hearts. He will help us see 
people through His eyes. 
 
Sometimes other people can help us get ride of bad 
attitudes. Perhaps our pastor can help us. Other 
times help comes from a family member or friend. 
It is good to study the Bible with others. This can 
help us understand how God wants us to think. A 
good Bible study book is Deeper Still: A Woman's 
Study to a Closer Walk with God*. 
 
Ask God to show you things that keep you from 
loving others. Sometimes He helps us understand 
their lives. More often, prayer helps us see our own 
life. It helps us see others as God sees them. Only 
then can we truly pray as God wants us to. 
 
shelter: a safe place. At a homeless shelter, a person can spend the night or 
stay             for a particular amount of time. 
lifestyle: way of life 
prejudice: judging before you have all the facts 
get rid of: remove, take away, throw away 
drunk (n.): a person who drinks too much alcohol, often hurting his lifestyle 
 
*To order this book: 1-800-968-7301 or www.wmustore.com. 
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April         ��������  

Prayer Page          ����������������  
 
These missionaries need prayer for their ongoing work--- the patient, personal work that they continue to  
do, week after week. 

�¢bøÔt u ³ì >Rì*� Ù 1 Û�ä L "È ­ Rì� ® 3 �Ê3 É ¯ � ËÌ &'
 
 
 

Cherry Kim*  

East Asia 
 
Cherry Kim writes: "I am a worker in East Asia. I 
take care of my husband and our 13-year-old son, 
and I train two groups of local believers twice a 
week in their language. Also I regularly meet wives 
of team members individually once a month. We 
meet so that we can be accountable to each other. 
And I meet wives of local co-workers to encourage 
them. I am so grateful that God gave me such a nice 
opportunity to serve Him in this way." 
 
*Name changed for security reasons. 
 

Prayer Requests 
*  For health and protection, spiritually and physically, 
for all members of my team. 
*For health and protection, spiritually and physically, for 
all the local co-workers. 
*To have 30 more local co-workers who are well-
equipped for God's kingdom for 2008-2009. 
*For spiritual revival for local Christians in my target 
city. 
*For restoration of Christian families in God's grace and 
love. (There are many broken families among local 
Christians.) 

 
accountable: responsible. People who are accountable to each other will listen, 
encourage, and correct each other. 
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Daniel and Grace Kim 

Central, Eastern, and Southern Africa 
 
We work in Zambia since October 2000. We try to 
start churches through evangelism (door-to-door 
witnessing), telling Bible stories and training 
(Training for Trainers). For churches that are 
already established, we lead training in leadership 
and evangelism. 
 
We love to do door-to-door evangelism because 
Zambia is a great harvest field. The response is 
amazing! 
 
Prayer Requests 
* Please pray that we will never lose heart about this lost 
nation. Some people call it a "Christian nation," but most 
people who go to church here believe that salvation is 
based on doing good works. 
* Please pray that we will not become tired in the slow 
work of a church planting movement called "Don’t Take 
Them to Church. Make Them a Church." 
* Please pray that we will have joy over every person 
who responds to the gospel. 
* Please pray that our work with churches will bear 
fruits of strong leadership. 
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April  ��������  

Ministry/Witness   �������� ������������   
 

Called to Love … Muslims  ���������������� ��������� �������� ���	 			 ����

 
by  Mary Lou Serratt 
 
Love. We use that word often. We say, “I love 
pizza,” or “I love that movie.” Is that the love God 
expects of us? The Bible teaches that God loves us. 
It teaches us to love God above everything and 
everyone. It also teaches us to love others: 
 
“ Now I tell you to love each other, as I have loved 
you” (John 15:12). 
 
“Love should be your guide” (1 Corinthians 14:1). 
 
“ If you love only someone who loves you, will God 
praise you for that? Even sinners love people who 
love them. … But love your enemies and be good to 
them” (Luke 6:32, 35). 
 
“ Let love be your guide. Christ loved us and offered 
his life for us as a sacrifice that pleases God” 
(Ephesians 5:2). 
 
God’s idea about love is bigger than ours. Love 
isn’t about what makes us happy. Love is how we 
connect to Him and others. Love is an action word. 
God says to love Muslims. 
 
The question is: How can we show His love? 
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A missionary of West Africa believes we show love 
by building relationships. “When we share in the 
joys and sorrows of people, we show love,” he says. 
“We show love by going to their weddings and 
funerals. With love we help them plant and gather 
crops. Every contact is an opportunity to show love. 
When they know our love they will listen to the 
story of Jesus’ love.” 
 
Another missionary quotes Paul in 1 Corinthians  
9:22b–23: “I try to find common ground with 
everyone, doing everything I can to save some. I do 
everything to spread the Good News and share in its 
blessings” (NLT1). This worker, who serves in 
Africa, says, “If I move overseas and insist on 
dressing, behaving, and speaking like an American, 
I am not showing love. To be a friend and show 
love I must fit into the cultural lifestyle of the 
people.” 
 
A Middle Eastern student said: “You have to watch 
these folks; they will love you into becoming a 
Christ follower.” 
 
A missionary couple in Mali shares ideas about how 
to love Muslims. The wife says, “If Muslims moved 
to my neighborhood, I would invite them to dinner. 
I would let them see the love and peace in a 
Christian home. I would show them our faith by 
loving actions, not by criticism.” Her husband adds, 
“Respect them; call them by name. Don’t rush.” 
 
Love leads to prayer. One of the missionaries 
reminds us: “Pray that when Muslims hear the truth 
from God’s Word they will understand and accept 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.” 
 
1New Living Translation, © 1996, 2004 by Tyndale 
Charitable Trust. Used by permission of Tyndale 
House Publishers. 
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April  ��������  

Families on Mission ���������������� ����  

How Can a Family Minister to People of Other 
Cultures?  ���� ������������ ��	��	��	��	 �������� 
��

��

��

��
 ����  
 
 
 
by Patti Williford 
 
Our oldest son, Robert, helped give out tents after a 
terrible earthquake. He was 13 years old when he 
worked with his dad to do disaster relief. David, our 
middle son, was 12 when he helped a visiting 
dentist in a medical clinic. Our youngest son, Greg, 
loaded and unloaded wooden benches and strung 
the lights for worship services in an empty lot. He 
was only 10 years old when he worked to help start 
a church. Our children had a part in missions!  
 
There are many opportunities for families to 
minister to people of other cultures. Working 
together as a family in ministry helps everyone 
grow. It teaches important lessons for the future.  
 
Look around and discover which people groups live 
in your community. Help your children learn about 
the customs and culture of the people who live near 
you. Your family can serve in an individual family 
ministry, a ministry of your church, or an event like 
FamilyFESTSM. 
 
These Web sites tell about ideas and projects: 
www.wmu.com/VolunteerConnection, 
www.imb.org, www.namb.net, 
www.ethnicharvest.com. 
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Other suggestions 
• Look for a seamen’s ministry or migrant ministry 

and volunteer to work. 
• Gather Christmas gifts for children of families 

from another country. 
• Work and earn money to buy Bibles in the heart   

language of a family or church group.  
• Visit www.bibles.com (American Bible Society) 

and www.ethnicharvest.com to find Bibles for 
sale in different languages. You may also look in 
your local Christian book store. 

• Invite a family from another culture to share a 
holiday custom or meal with you. 

• Plan or help with a Vacation Bible School for a 
people group, either through your church or a 
church that speaks their language.  

• Find an international missions trip. Spend your 
vacation time helping missionaries in another 
country.  

• A local university can help you find an 
international student. Ministry to international 
students can include the whole family. It can bring 
many blessings for everyone. It is a wonderful 
way to stretch your ministry around the world 
when the student returns to his or her country. 

 
Dr. Tom Phillips and Bob Norsworthy have written 
a book called The World at Your Door (Bethany 
House Publishers, 1997). It describes why and how 
we can minister to international students. The 2000 
census shows that more than 10 percent of the US 
population was born outside the US.1 Now is the 
perfect time to minister as a family to people of 
other cultures.  
 
1www.ethnicharvest.com, available December 
2007. 
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April  ��������   

Special Emphasis �������� ��������  
The Cooperative Program: What is it?    


��

��

��

��
 ���������������� ��������
 
 
 
by Robert (Bob) Williford 
 
The mission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) is to fulfill the Great Commission (Matthew 
28:18–20). We want to share the gospel with every 
person on earth. 
 
Since the SBC began in 1845, churches and 
missionaries made many separate requests for 
offerings. In 1919, leaders of the SBC set a five-
year, $75 million goal to include all missions and 
ministries of every state Baptist convention and the 
SBC. The goal was not reached, but the idea of 
giving through one fund for all SBC missions and 
ministries led to beginning the Cooperative Program 
in 1925.  
 
How the Cooperative Program works  
The believer is to: 
• give himself to God (2 Corinthians 8:5) 
• share the message of the Word of God (2 

Corinthians 4:5–7) 
• show thankfulness to God for what He has done 

by returning the tithe (ten percent) of all that is 
earned (Leviticus 27:30, Malachi 3:10) 

 
The local church prayerfully decides how much it 
will give to the Cooperative Program (CP). This 
amount is sent to the Baptist state convention.  
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During the annual state convention meeting, those 
who attend from SBC churches in your state decide 
how much of the CP gifts will be used to support 
missions in your state. The remaining amount is 
sent to the SBC for North American missions, 
international missions, and other SBC ministries.  
 
 
Every year the people who attend the SBC meeting 
decide how gifts from state conventions are shared 
among all SBC programs to support missions 
efforts around the world.  
 
How Cooperative Program money is used 
• Directed by the International Mission Board of the 

SBC, over 5,100 missionaries are working with 
more than 1,170 people groups all over the world.  

• The North American Mission Board helps provide 
support for more than 5,100 North American 
missionaries.  

• Every year six Southern Baptist seminaries 
educate more than 16,000 students, who will 
become leaders in Southern Baptist life. 

• Other SBC ministries include the Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission, the Historical 
Library and Archives, and the Southern Baptist 
Foundation. 

 
To help the SBC reach its goals through the 
Cooperative Program … 
• Pray. Pray for more missionaries. (See Matthew 

9:38). Pray for those who already serve in your 
state and around the world.  

• Go. Be involved in missions!  
• Give. Out of your love for the Lord, tithe and 

discover the blessings of giving. Encourage your 
church to give more through the Cooperative 
Program. 

 
Source: www.cpmissions.com 
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